[DATE]

Tracy Swartout

Superintendent, Blue Ridge Parkway
199 Hemphill Knob Road

Asheville, NC 28803

Re: Letter of Support for NPS Land Acquisition Opportunity
Dear Ms. Swartout,

lam writing to express support for the National Park Service’s potential acquisition of
approximately 55.31 acres in Ashe County, North Carolina along the Blue Ridge Parkway.
Acquiring these lands would advance the public interest by enhancing public access,
expanding recreational opportunities, and sustaining resources they provide.

Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

[OFFICIAL’S SIGNATURE]
[OFFICIAL’S NAME]
[OFFICIAL’S TITLE]

Cc:  Tracy Swartout (tracy swartout@nps.gov)
Becky Rinas (becky rinas@nps.gov)
Nicolaus Craig (nick craig@nps.gov)




National Park Service Land Resources Program

Blue Ridge Parkway

Ashe and Wilkes Counties, North Carolina
Jumpinoff Rocks Donation
¢ Non-Federal lands to be acquired: approximately 121.35 acres +/-
o Ashe County: approximately 55.31 acres +/-
o Wilkes County: approximately 66.04 acres +/-

The United States of America, acting through the National Park Service (NPS), is
considering acquiring approximately 121.35 acres +/- in Ashe and Wilkes Counties, North
Carolina (approx. 55.31 acres in Ashe County and 66.04 acres in Wilkes County) for
inclusion in the Blue Ridge Parkway.

The portion of the property located in Ashe County is identified as NPS tract 37-119 and the
portion in Wilkes County is identified as NPS tract 37-126 on the following map. The
subject property lies directly below the Jumpinoff Rocks Overlook, with portions—
particularly on the eastern side—visible from the parkway. Itincludes the headwaters of
Bear Den Branch, a high-quality trout water and tributary of the Yadkin River. Acquisition of
this property would conserve watershed and scenic resources, preserve views integral to
the Parkway experience, and provide opportunities to enhance public access and
recreational use. The property’s incorporation into the Blue Ridge Parkway would support
long-term conservation and resource stewardship objectives.
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