%@g NORTHWESTERN REGIONAL HOUSING AUTHORITY
; PO Box 2510, 869 Hwy. 105 Extension, Suite 10, Boone, NC 28607
W Phone (828) 264-6683 + Fax (828) 434-9023

December 2, 2024

Mr. Adam Stumb

Ashe County Manager

150 Government Circle - Suite 2500
Jefferson, NC 28640

Dear Mr. Stumb:

Greetings and | hope you and yours are doing well. This note is intended to provide you and the Board of
Commissioners of Ashe County with information related to the upcoming appointment of Trustee of the
Northwestern Regional Housing Authority. | have attached North Carolina General Statutes 157-36
dealing with appointments of Commissioners/Trustees, as well as a copy of your Board’s required
certificate of appointment which must be signed by the County Board Chairman and attested by the
Clerk to the Board following appointment action by the full Board.

Because of an oversight in the state law which leaves out any provision for staggering of terms, all
Trustees from each of seven counties are due for reappointment December 14, 2024. As you know, Mr.
Jak Reeves has served as your representative from Ashe County on our Board of Trustees. Let us take this
opportunity to commend Mr. Reeve’s efforts on behalf of the county and the region while serving with
our Board. | have spoken with Mr. Reeves who has expressed his willingness to accept the
reappointment should it be forthcoming from your Board. We hope you will give his reappointment
every consideration as we are in need of his continuing policy leadership.

The Northwestern Regional Housing Authority is in its forty-fifth year of service in the northwest
mountain counties. We are particularly proud of the 46 senior households at HISTORIC ASHE HOSPITAL
and the remarkable historic adaptive reuse and new construction accomplished there. The facility will

remain an important local resource for many years to come.

| look forward to hearing from you and appreciate your continuing interest in and assistance with our
regional housing initiatives.

Sincerely,

Luke Fowler
Executive Director/CEO

Attachments



NORTH CAROLINA

ASHE COUNTY

CERTIFICATE

Pursuant to North Carolina General Statutes Section 157-36, the undersigned as
Chairman of the Ashe County Board of Commissioners, hereby certifies that
was duly appointed by the Ashe County
Board of Commissioners in a Regular Meeting on
, 2024 at AM/PM as the person to
serve as the Ashe County Trustee/Commissioner of the Northwestern Regional Housing
Authority. Said term is to commence when the appointee takes the Oath of Office and to
extend approximately five (5) years, expiring December 13, 2029.

This the day of , 2024

ASHE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

BY:

Chairman

ATTEST:
Clerk of the Board




If it shall determine that both (1) and (2) of the above enumerated conditions exist, the board
of county cominissioners shall adopt a resolution so finding (which need not go into any detail
other than the mere finding). After the appointment, as hereinafter provided, of the commissioners
to act as the regional housing authority, said authority shall be a public body and a body corporate
and politic upon the completion of the taking of the following proceedings:

The commissioners shall present to the Secretary of State an application signed by them, which
shall set forth (without any detail other than the mere recital)

) That the boards of county commissioners made the aforesaid determination and
that they have been appointed as commissioners;

2) The name, and official residence of each of the commissioners, together with a
certified copy of the appointment evidencing their right to office, the date and
place of induction into and taking oath of office, and that they desire the housing
authority to become a public body and a body corporate and politic under this
Article;

3) The term of office of each of the commissioners;

#) The name which is proposed for the corporation; and

(5)  The location of the principal office of the proposed corporation.

The application shall be subscribed and sworn to by each of said commissioners before an officer
authorized by the laws of the State to take and certify oaths, who shall certify upon the application
that he personally knows the commissioners and knows them to be the officers as asserted in the
application, and that each subscribed and swore thereto in the officer's presence. The Secretary of
State shall examine the application and if he finds that the name proposed for the corporation is
not identical with that of a person or of any other corporation of this State or so nearly similar as
to lead to confusion and uncertainty he shall receive and file it and shall record it in an appropriate
book of record in his office,

When the application has been made, filed and recorded, as herein provided, the authority shall
constitute a public body and a body corporate and politic under the name proposed in the
application; the Secretary of State shall make and issue to the said commissioners, a certificate of
incorporation pursuant to this Article, under the seal of the State, and shall record the same with
the application,

In any suit, action or proceeding involving the validity or enforcement of, or relating to any
contract of the regional housing authority, the regional housing authority shall be conclusively
deemed to have been established in accordance with the provisions of this Atticle upon proof of
the issuance of the aforesaid certificate by the Secretary of State. A copy of such certificate, duly
certified by the Secretary of State, shall be admissible in evidence in any such suit, action or
proceeding, and shall be conclusive proof of the filing and contents thereof. (1941, c. 78, s. 4;
1943, c. 636, ss. 3, 7; 1998-217, 5. 20.)

§ 157-36, Commissioners of regional housing authority.

(@  The board of county commissioners of each county included in a regional housing
authority shall appoint one person as a commissioner of such authority, and each such
comimissioner to be first appointed by the board of county commissioners of a county may be
appointed at or after the time of the adoption of the resolution declaring the need for such regional
housing authority or declaring the need for the inclusion of such county in the area of operation of
such regional housing authority, When the area of operation of a regional housing authority is
increased to include an additional county or counties as provided in this Article, the board of
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county commissioners of each such county shall thereupon appoint one additional person as a
commissioner of the regional housing authority. The board of county commissioners of each
county shall appoint the successor of the commissioner appointed by it.

(b)  The commissioners of the regional housing authority shall appoint as a commissioner
at least one person who is divectly assisted by the authority unless the authority's rules require that
the person be elected by other persons who are assisted by the authority. However, there shall be
no requirement to appoint such a person if the authority: (i) operates less than 300 public housing
units, (ii) provides reasonable notice to all resident advisory boards within the authority's area of
aoperation of the opportunity for at least one person who is directly assisted by the authority to
serve as a commissioner, and (iii) within a reasonable time after receipt of the notice by the resident
advisory boards, has not been notified of the intention of any such person to serve. The
commissioners of the regional housing authority shall appoint successors of the commissioner
appointed by them and shall fill any vacancies. A certificate of the appointment signed by the chair
of the commissioners of the regional housing authority shall be conclusive evidence of the due and
proper selection of the commissioner. If the commissioner divectly assisted by the regional housing
authority ceases to receive such assistance, the commissionet's office shall be abolished and
another person who is directly assisted by the regional housing authority shall be appointed by the
commissioners of the regional housing authority.

© No commissioner who is also a person directly assisted by the regional housing
authority shall be qualified to vote on matters affecting his or her official conduct or matters
affecting bis or her own individual tenancy, as distinguished from matters affecting tenants in
general.

(d) If any county is excluded from the area of operation of a regional housing authority,
the office of the commissioner of such regional housing authority appointed by the board of county
commissioners of such county shall be thereupon abolished. If the person appointed as a
commissioner under subsection (b) of this section resides in a county that is excluded from the
authority's area of operation, the office of that commissioner shall be abolished and another person
residing within the authority's area of operation shall be appointed.

(e) A certificate of the appointiment of any commissioner signed by the chair of the board
of county commissioners (or the appointing officer) shall be conclusive evidence of the due and
proper appointment of such commissioner.

6] If the area of operation of a regional housing authority consists at any time of an even
number of counties, except as provided in subsection {(g) of this section, the Governor shall appoint
one additional commissioner to such regional housing authority whose term of office shall be as
herein provided for a commissioner of a regional housing authority, except that such term shall
end at any earlier time that the area of operation of the regional housing authority shall be changed
to consist of an odd number of counties. The Governor shall likewise appoint each person to
succeed such additional commissioner. A certificate of the appointment of any such additional
commissioner shall be signed by the Governor and filed with the Secretary of State. A copy of
such certificate, duly certified by the Secretary of State, shall be conclusive evidence of the due
and proper appointment of such additional commissioner.

© If the membership of the board of commissioners consists of an even number as a result
of the appointment of a person who is directly assisted by the regional housing authority, the
Governor shall appoint one additional commissioner to the authority whose term of office shall be
as herein provided for a commissioner of an authority, except that such term shall end at any earlier
time that the area of operation of the authority shall be changed to consist of an even number of
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counties. A certificate of the appointment shall be signed and filed as provided in subsection {f) of
this section. The Governor shall appoint successors to the additional commissioner and shall fill
any vacancies.

(h)  The commissioners of a regional housing authority shall be appointed for terms of five
years except that all vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired terms. Each commissioner shall
hold office until his or her successor has been appointed and has qualified.

(i) For inefficiency or neglect of duty or misconduct in office, a commissioner of a
regional housing authority may be removed by the appointing authority. The commissioner shall
have been given a copy of the charges against him or her at least 10 days prior to the hearing
thereon and shall have had an opportunity to be heard in person or by counsel.

o The commissioners appointed as aforesaid shall constitute the regional housing
authority, and the powers of such authority shall be vested in such commissioners in office from
time to time,

(k)  The commissioners of a regional housing authority shall elect a chair from among the
commissioners and shall have power to select or employ such other officers and employees as the
regional housing authority may require. A majority of the commissioners of a regional housing
authority shall constitute a quorum of such authority for the purpose of conducting its business and
exercising its powers and for all other purposes. (1941, c. 78, s. 4; 1943, ¢. 636, s. 4; 1999-146, s.
2)

§ 157-37. Powers of regional housing authority.

Except as otherwise provided herein, a regional housing authority and the commissioners
thereof shall, within the area of operation of such regional housing authority, have the same
functions, rights, powers, duties and limitations provided for housing authorities created for citics
or counties and the commissioners of such housing authorities: Provided, that for such purposes
the term "mayor" or "council" as used in the Housing Authorities Law and any amendments thereto
shall be construed as meaning "board of county commissioners," the term "city clerk" as used
therein shall be construed as meaning "clerk of the board of county commissioners" and the term
"city" as used therein shall be construed as meaning "county” unless a different meaning clearly
appears from the context: Provided, further, that a regional housing authority shall not be subject
to the limitations provided in subdivision (4) of G.S. 157-29 of the Housing Authorities Law with
respect to housing projects for farmers of low income. Except as otherwise provided in this Article,
all the provisions of law applicable to housing authorities created for counties and the
commissioners of such authorities shall be applicable to regional housing authorities and the
commissioners thereof. (1941, ¢. 78, 5. 4; 1943, ¢, 636, 5. 6.)

§ 157-38. Rural housing projects.

Housing authorities created for counties and regional housing authorities are specifically
empowered and authorized to botrow money, accept grants and exercise their other powers to
provide housing for farmers of low income, In connection with such projects, such housing
authorities may enter into such lease or purchase agreements, accept such conveyances and rent or
sell dwellings forming part of such projects to or for farmers of low income, as such housing
authority deems necessary in order to assure the achievement of the objectives of this Article. Such
leases, agreements or conveyances may include such covenants as the housing authority deems
appropriate regarding such dwellings and the tracts of land described in any such instrument, which
covenants shall be deemed to run with the land where the housing authority deems it necessary
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