© Wy North Carolina
m GUARDIAN AD LITEM
A CHILD’S ADVOCATE IN COURT

North Carolina Guardian ad Litem Child Advocate Month

ESTABLISHED BY STATUTE IN 1983, THE NORTH CAROLINA GUARDIAN AD LITEM PROGRAM HAS BEEN
SERVING ABUSED AND NEGLECTED CHILDREN FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS. IN RECOGNITION OF THE
SERVICE OF NORTH CAROLINA GUARDIAN AD LITEM’S CHILD ADVOCATE VOLUNTEERS AND PRO BONO
ATTORNEYS TO NORTH CAROLINA’S ABUSED AND NEGLECTED CHILDREN, THE MONTH OF APRIL 2025 IS
HEREBY DECLARED “NORTH CAROLINA GUARDIAN AD LITEM VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION MONTH” FOR
ASHE COUNTY.

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Guardian Ad Litem program has a distinguished record of public service
through its work to enhance the quality of life for abused and neglected children for more than 40 years;
and

WHEREAS, all 100 counties in North Carolina have a Guardian ad Litem program; and

WHEREAS, Guardian ad Litem volunteers come from a variety of professional, educational, and personal
backgrounds, and act as advocates for abused and neglected children in the complicated and often
unfamiliar court and child welfare systems; and

WHEREAS, Guardian ad Litem Pro Bono Attorneys are a vital part of the North Carolina Guardian ad
Litem program, and are needed to successfully advocate for cases on appeal to ensure that a child’s best
interest continues to be heard; and

WHEREAS, abuse and neglect have long-term personal, economic, and social costs, hurting children
today and impacting North Carolina’s future; and

WHEREAS, the court appoints Guardian ad Litem advocates to serve as officers, helping to improve the
quality of information presented to the court; and

WHEREAS, more than 3,000 Guardian ad Litem advocates and over 100 pro bono attorneys donate their
time to serve the abused and neglected children of North Carolina; and

WHEREAS, April is Volunteer Appreciation Month, an observance that is recognized annually in the
United States as a time to honor the contributions of volunteers through National Volunteer Month; and

NOW, THEREFORE, ASHE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS DO HEREBY ORDER THAT THE MONTH OF APRIL
2025, BE DECLARED AS “GUARDIAN AD LITEM VOLUNTEER MONTH IN ASHE COUNTY, NC.”

Todd McNeill, Chairman Ashe County Missy Seivers. Clerk to the Board
Board of Commissioners



State of North Carolina

JOSH STEIN
GOVERNOR

GUARDIAN AD LITEM ADVOCATE MONTH
2025
BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
A PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Guardian ad Litem Program has a distinguished record of public service through the
work of enhancing the quality of life for abused and neglected children petitioned in dependency court for over 40 years; and

WHEREAS, all 100 counties in North Carolina have a Guardian ad Litem program; and

WHEREAS, all Guardian ad Litem programs recruit, screen, train, and supervise volunteer child advocates to speak
for the best interest of the child served; and

WHEREAS, Guardian ad Litem volunteers come from a variety of professional, educational, and personal
backgrounds, and act as advocates for abused and neglected children involved in unfamiliar court and child welfare systems;
and

WHEREAS, all Guardian ad Litem volunteer child advocates are paired with an attorney and supervised by the
assigned local Guardian ad Litem program; the district courts also appoint Guardian ad Litem volunteer child advocates to serve
as officers, helping to improve the quality of information presented to the court by acting as the court's eyes and ears in the
child's life; and

WHEREAS, every child deserves a voice in court, but not every child has a Guardian ad Litem yolunteer; abuse and
neglect have long-term personal, economic, and social costs, and have the real potential of hurting North Carolina's children
today and in the future; and

WHEREAS, April is Child Abuse Prevention Month, an observance that reflects the purpose of Guardian ad Litem
programs, which is to protect and defend children from harm and ensure that children who experience abuse and neglect are
provided with the court-ordered services they need; and

WHEREAS, April is recognized annually in the United States as a time to honor the contributions of volunteers
through National Volunteer Month; more than 3,000 Guardian ad Litem child advocates donated hours of service to children in
2024;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOSH STEIN, Governor of the State of North Carolina, do hereby proclaim April 2025, as
“GUARDIAN AD LITEM ADVOCATE MONTH? in North Carolina, and commend its observance to all citizens.

/ JOSH STEIN
Governor

Capitol in Raleigh this sixth day of March in the year of our Lord two thousand and twenty-fifth and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred and forty-ninth.



PROCLAMATION

A CEREMONIAL RESOLUTION
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NORTH CAROLINA JUDICIAL BRANCH

NORTH «T‘/-\ ROLINA GUARDIAN AU LITEM
CHILD ADVOCATE MONTH

WHEREAS, THE NORTH CAROLINA GUARDIAN AD LITEM PROGRAM HAS A DISTINGUISHED RECORD OF PUBLIC SERVICE THROUGH
ITS WORK TO ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR ABUSED AND NEGLECTED CHILDREN FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS; AND

WHEREAS, ALL 100 COUNTIES IN NORTH CAROLINA HAVE A GUARDIAN AD LITEM PROGRAM; AND

WHEREAS, GUARDIAN AD LITEM VOLUNTEERS COME FROM A VARIETY OF PROFESSIONAL, EDUCATIONAL, AND PERSONAL
BACKGROUNDS, AND ACT AS ADVOCATES FOR ABUSED AND NEGLECTED CHILDREN IN THE COMPLICATED AND OFTEN UNFAMILIAR
COURT AND CHILD WELFARE SYSTEMS; AND

WHEREAS, GUARDIAN AD LITEM PRO BONO ATTORNEYS ARE A VITAL PART OF THE NORTH CAROLINA GUARDIAN AD LITEM
PROGRAM, AND ARE NEEDED TO SUCCESSFULLY ADVOCATE FOR CASES ON APPEAL TO ENSURE THAT A CHILD'S BEST INTEREST
CONTINUES TO BE HEARD; AND

WHEREAS, ABUSE AND NEGLECT HAVE LONG-TERM PERSONAL, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL COSTS, HURTING CHILDREN TODAY AND
IMPACTING NORTH CAROLINA’S FUTURE; AND

WHEREAS, THE COURT APPOINTS GUARDIAN AD LITEM ADVOCATES TO SERVE AS OFFICERS, HELPING TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY
OF INFORMATION PRESENTED TO THE COURT; AND

WHEREAS,MORE THAN 3,000 GUARDIAN AD LITEM ADVOCATES AND OVER 100 PRO BONO ATTORNEYS DONATE THEIR TIME TO
SERVE THE ABUSED AND NEGLECTED CHILDREN OF NORTH CAROLINA; AND

WHEREAS, APRIL IS VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION MONTH, AN OBSERVANCE THAT IS RECOGNIZED ANNUALLY IN THE UNITED
STATES AS A TIME TO HONOR THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF VOLUNTEERS THROUGH NATIONAL VOLUNTEER MONTH; AND

NOW, THEREFORE, I DO HEREBY ORDER THAT THE MONTH OF APRIL 2025, BE DECLARED AS “GUARDIAN AD LITEM
VOLUNTEER MONTH” FOR THE JUDICIAL BRANCH OF THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA.

THIS THE 2ND DAY OF APRIL 2025. @ /\/\

PAUL NEWBY, CHIEF ]UST CE
SUPREME COURT(/ NORTH CAROLINA




