BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
OF THE
COUNTY OF ASHE

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING CONGRESS TO CREATE A RELIABLE, PREDICTABLE
STREAM OF RESOURCES TO ADDRESS DEFERRED MAINTENANCE NEEDS IN

AMERICA’S NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM.

WHEREAS, America’s National Park System is a living testament to our citizens valor, our
nation’s hardships, our victories, and our traditions as Americans, and has been called "America’s Best
Idea;” and

WHERLEAS, the National Park System preserves -the diversity, culturé, and heritage of all
Americans, and serves as a living classroom for future generations; and

WHEREAS, in 2016, the National Park Service celebrated its centennial, and currently manages
more than 400 nationally signiﬁcanlt sites and an invaluable collection of more than 75,000 natural and
cultural assets that span 84 million acres across all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and several U.S,
territories and insular areas; and

WHEREAS, North Carolina is home to ten national park units, including Cape Hatteras National
Seashore, Moores Creek National Battlefield, Great Smoky Mountains National Park, and the Blue Ridge
Parkway.

WHEREAS, Ashe County is a gateway to the Blue Ridge Parkway, and benefits from the tourism
associated with visitors to the park and the improved quality of place for residents; and

WHEREAS, the National Park Service’s mission is to “to conserve the scenery and the natural and
historic objects and the wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and

by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations;” and




WHEREAS, in 2016, the National Park System had more than 331 million visits, including 15.2
million along the length of the Blue Ridge Parkway; and

WHEREAS, in 2016, National Park Service estimates indicate that park visitors spent more than
$980 million in the communities along the Blue Ridge Parkway, supporting an estimated 15,600 jobs; and

WHEREAS, the National Park Service has the obligation to preserve our nation’s history; promote
access to national parks for all citizens; stimulate revenue to sustain itself and nearby communities; educate
the public about America’s natural, cultural and historical resources, and provide safe facilities and environs
to enjoy these resources; and

WHEREAS, in 2016, the National Park Service estimated a deferred maintenance backlog of $11.3
biliion, including $261 million along the North Carolina section of the Blue Ridge Parkway, which consists
of repairs to aging historical structures, trails, sewers, thousands of miles of roads, bridges, tunnels, and
other vital infrastructure.

WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of Congress to maintain America’s national parks to ensure
our natural places and our history is preserved and documented for future generations, and for the adjacent
communities that rely on the direct and indirect economic benefits generated by visits to national park sites.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE
COUNTY OF ASHE that the County of Ashe urges Congress to create a reliable, predictable stream of
resources to address deferred maintenance needs in America’s National Park System, and to ensure that
federal infrastructure initiatives include provisions to address park maintenance.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this day of , 2018.

Chairman, Board of Commissioners

"ATTEST:

Ann J. Clark, MMC, NCCCC
Clerk to the Board of Commissioners




Ann Clark

From: Cathy Barr

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 9:53 AM

To: Ann Clark

Cc: Sam Yearick

Subject: Parkway Resolution for Commissioners to Approve
Attachments: Draft resolution--Ashe County, NC.docx

Hi Ann,

Sam and | met with Yaron Miller yesterday regarding the Blue Ridge Parkway. During the meeting, Sam agreed to put
the attached resolution on the agenda and have the Commissioners to approve it.

Thanks,
Cathy

From: Yaron Miller [mailto:ymiller@pewtrusts.org]

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 1:29 AM

To: Sam Yearick; Cathy Barr; director@ashechamber.com
Subject: Thank you, and following up

Dear Sam, Kitty, and Cathy,

Thank you for taking the time to speak with me today about our campaign to “Restore America’s Parks.” It was a
pleasure to meet the three of you, and I really appreciate you sharing your thoughts and insights about the
relationship between your community and the Parkway. The examples you provided are quite compelling and will
be so helpful in making the case to Rep. Foxx and Senator Butr to support dedicated funding for parks’ defetred
maintenance repairs.

Sam--thank you for bringing the resolution to the attention of the Commission. In addition to the resolution, I've
attached several of the supporting documents, including:

® alist of other communities in NC that have adopted similar resolutions (I expect 12-15 mote from western
NC in the coming weeks);

e the deferred maintenance needs for the NC portion of the Blue Ridge Patkway ($260 million in NC);

e the economic benefits of visitors to the patk for gateway communities in the region ($980 million in visitor
spending, supporting 15,600 jobs); and

e the jobs analysis report that outlines the number of jobs in the infrastructure sector that could be created by
funding the maintenance backlog (4,187 in NC/110,169 nationwide).

Kitty—TI've also included a copy of the letter of support signed by 2100+ gateway community businesses and
otganizations, including 18 Chambers and TDA’s in NC. We’d love to have the Ashe Co. Chambet’s support on it
as welll

Thank you again for all of your time and support, and I look forward to wotking with you on this effort.

Kind regards,

Yaron



Yaron Miller

Senior Associate, National Parks Campaign

901 E Street, NW, Washington, DC 20004

p: 202-540-6043 | e: ymiller@pewtrusts.org | www.pewtrusts.org

Pursuant to North Carolina General Statutes Chapter 132, Public Records, this electronic mail message and any attachments hereto, as
well as any electronic mail message(s) that might be sent in response to it may be considered public record and as such are subject to
request and review by, and disclosure to, third parties.



The below cities and counties in North Carolina have adopted resolutions urging Congress
to cteate a reliable, dedicated stream of resources to address maintenance needs in the
National Park Systern:

City of Kings Mountain
Gaston County

Town of Grover

City of Asheville

City of Gastonia
Village of Flat Rock
City of Webster

City of Marion

City of Hendersonville
10. Town of Summerfield
11. Town of Franklin

12. Town of Dillsboro
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Restore America’s Parks

April 4, 2017

The Honorable Lisa Murkowski The Honorable Ken Calvert

Chair Chair

Interior Subcommittee House Subcommittee on

Committee on Appropriations Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Tom Udall The Honorable Betty McCollum

Ranking Minority Member Ranking Minority Member

Interior Subcommittee House Subcommittee on

Committee on Appropriations Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies
Washington, DC 20510 ‘Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chair Murkowski, Chair Calvert, Ranking Member Udall, and Ranking Member McCollum:

2016 marked the 100th birthday of the National Park Service (NPS), which oversees more than 400
natural and cultural areas in all 50 states and most U.S. territories. NPS faces a growing challenge in
adequately maintaining its sites to ensure that visitors can experience the parks’ natural beauty and learn
about our nation’s history. After decades of underfunding, NPS has an infrastructure repair backlog
estimated at $11.9 billion (FY 2015). This includes crucial repairs to aging historical structures and
thousands of miles of roads and trails, bridges, tunnels, sewers, drainage, and other vital infrastructure.

Writer and historian Wallace Stegner said that national parks are “the best idea we ever had. Absolutely
American, absolutely democratic, they reflect us at our best rather than our worst.” As companies,
organizations, and associations, we support addressing the infrastructure repair backlog throughout these
parks.

To address the backlog and put our national parks on sound financial footing for the future, we must do
the following

e Create a guaranteed federal fund that will chip away at the estimated $11.9 billion backlog over
time.

e Implement policy reforms, such as entry and vendor fees, that will help to prevent repair backlog
from accruing to begin with. '

e Direct more Highway Trust Fund dollars to NPS, as half of the estimated $11.9 billion backlog is
attributed to the 10,000 miles of roads and hundreds of bridges and tunnels that NPS must
maintain and repair.

e Provide additional opportunities for public-private opportunities to address infrastructure repair.



From the Grand Canyon and the Great Smoky Mountains, to the Statue of Liberty to battlefields like
Gettysburg, the National Park System serves as a living testament to our citizens’ valor, our hardships,
our victories, and our traditions as Americans. We need to ensure that our children and grandchildren are
able to see and appreciate our rich history in these places, and to learn more about the people and lands
that have shaped us as a nation.

We urge you to work with us to protect our national parks well into the future and, in particular, to
support guaranteed funding for infrastructure repair needs.

Sincerely,
National Supporters
American Alpine Club International Mountain Bicycling Association
American Alpine Institute ~ Institute for Bird Populations
American Cultural Resources Association Kappa Alpha Phi Fraternity, Inc.
American Institute of Architects National Parks Conservation Association
Archaeological Institute of America National Trust for Historic Preservation
American Hiking Society Outdoor Industry Association
Asian and Pacific Islander Americans in Recreation Vehicle Industry Association
Historic Preservation Society for American Archacology
Coalition to Protect America’s National Parks Society for Historical Archaeology
Family Motor Coach Association Student Conservation Association
GreenLatinos The Corps Network
Hispanics Enjoying Camping Hiking & the The Pew Charitable Trusts
Outdoors (HECHO) Tourism Cares
International Dark-Sky Association U.S. Conference of Mayors
International Inbound Travel Association Vet Voice Foundation

North Carolina

Statewide Supporters
North Carolina Restaurant & Lodging Association
Southeast Tourism Society

Chambers of Commerce and Convention and Visitors Bureaus (CVBs)

Alleghany County Chamber of Commerce Greensboro Convention and Visitors Bureau
Andrews Chamber of Commerce Henderson County Chamber of Commerce
Asheville Area Chamber of Commerce Henderson County Tourism Development
Asheville Convention and Visitors Bureau Authority

Avery County Chamber of Commerce Outer Banks Chamber of Commerce

Blowing Rock Chamber of Commerce Outer Banks Visitors Bureau

Blowing Rock Tourism Development Authority Watauga/Boone Tourist Development Authority
Boone Area Chamber of Commerce Wilmington and Beaches Convention and
Brevard/Transylvania Chamber of Commerce Visitors Bureau

Crystal Coast Tourism Authority Wilmington Chamber of Commerce
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Blue Ridge Parkway

In 2016, 15.2 Million park visitors spent an estimated 5975.3 Million in local gateway regions while visiting Blue Ridge Parkway. These expenditures
supported  total of 156 Thousand jobs, $462 2 Million in Iabor income. $767.9 Million in value added, and $1.3 Billion in economic cutput in locsl gateway
economies surrounding Blug Ridge Parkway

(®) Visitor Spending () Jobs () LaborIncome ( ) Value Added ( ) Economic Output

Click on a Park for more infermation or select a Park |_B'lue R‘?c@e l?’airi-.rwéyi B v |

Directly Affected Sectors

I camping
L Gas
B croceries

. Hotels

in Visitor Spending 1) Recreation Industries

. Restaurants

. Retail
. Transportation

Total Visitor Spending (Blue Ridge Parkiwvay)

$902.5M 5782.9M $863.5M $952.1M £979.3M

$979.3 Million

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Visitor Spending $979 million
Camping $19.4 million
Gas $139 million
Groceties $61.4 million
Hotels $346.5 million
Recreation Industries $75.7 million
Restaurants $189.3 million
Retail $92.3 million
Transportation $56 million




Blue Ridge Parkway

In 2016, 15.2 Million park visitors spent an eslimated $973.3 Million in lozal oatewsy regions while visiting Blue Ridge Parkway. These expenditures
supported a total of 156 Thousand jobs, 5462 @ Million in Isbor income, $767.9 Millicn in value added, and 51.2 Billion in economic cutput in lozal gateway
economies surrounding Blue Ridge Parkway *

{ ) Visitor Spending (@) Jobs ( ) LaborIncome | ) ValueAdded | ' Economic Output

Clizk on a Park for more information or select & Park |Elue 3@9;5a;k\vay v ‘

Directly Affected Sectors

. Camping
B Gas
) Grocerizs
15.6 Thousand
- Hotels
Jobs |7 recrestion Industries
. Restaurants

. Retall

B reanzportation

%

Total Jobs Contributed to Blue Ridge Parkway Gateway Economies

Secondary Effects
. Secondary Effects

15.3k 15.6k

i + —k - -
2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Jobs supported 15,600
Camping 286
Gas 212
Grocetries 280
Hotels 3,900
Recreation Industries 1,300
Restaurants 3,900
Retail 1,200
Transpottation 411
Secondary Effects 4,200

Source: https.//www.nps.gov/subjects/socialscience/vse.htm




