Ashley Honeycutt

From: Bill Apple <keepashebeautiful@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, August 11, 2021 12:36 PM

To: Ashley Honeycutt

Subject: Keep Ashe Beautiful

Attachments: KAB Commissioner Itr .pdf; KAB Commissioner Itr 2.pdf; KAB County Commissioners
Pres.pdf

/\ External Email: Do not click links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

Hello Ashley,

Attached are the Keep Ashe Beautiful presentation and our letter to the commissioners. If possible, we would
like to be scheduled for a commissioners' meeting in September.

Please let us know when you can get us on the commissioners' agenda.

Thanks so much,
Bill Apple
President, Keep Ashe Beautiful
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P.O. Box 31
West Jefferson, NC 28694

Ashe County Commissioners 12 August 2021
150 Government Circle, Suite 2500

Jefferson, NC 28640

ATTN: Ashley Honeycutt, Clerk

SUBJECT: Funding Request
Dear Commissioners:

We are Keep Ashe Beautiful (KAB), your local affiliate of Keep America Beautiful.
Since 2012, our all-volunteer organization has been engaged in activities to make
Ashe County a better place to live and visit.

Funding for Keep Ashe Beautiful has historically depended on donations from
like-minded citizens. All funds are returned to the community through our activities. Our
annual budget and average donation total is about $4,400 which just covers expenses
for a minimum of activities. As our events grow, so do our expenses. In fact, based on
the number of volunteers anticipated for the upcoming Fall litter sweep, expenditures
will exceed $3,600 (over 80% of our yearly budget). This leaves very little for our
education and beautification efforts.

Future Projects:
e Annual litter sweeps $4,600 (annual expense)
e |Increase involvement with Ashe County Schools- $1,000
o Wildflower Planting, 3.5 acres, 3-year project - $6,500
e “Pack it in, Pack it out” campaign, 20 Ashe County trails $900
e “This Business Recycles” campaign, $1,550
e Tarp awareness event, $1,225
e “Welcome To” sign enhancement throughout Ashe, $4,000 / year

e County-wide hazardous waste collection event, $400



Ashe County Commissioners
Page 2

We have demonstrated success and impact through our two annual litter sweeps.
Keep America Beautiful metrics calculated a $42,428 local benefit as a result of the
Spring 2021 sweep alone. Those same metrics estimate an annual benefit of over
$100,000 for all Keep Ashe Beautiful litter mitigation activities.

Funding Request: We respectfully request that Ashe County consider a level of
annual support for these, and other, valuable activities. (It is notable that thirty of the 36
Keep America Beautiful affiliates in North Carolina are County or City agencies.)

Annual County support of $6,000 would go a long way towards helping Keep Ashe
Beautiful continue and greatly increase our positive impact on the County.

We look forward to presenting the Commissioners details of our activities at a near
future meeting.

Thank you for your kind consideration.
Sincerely,

2R Oppe

Bill Apple,

President, Keep Ashe Beautiful
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WHAT WE DO
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MAIN STREET PLANTER
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HIGHWAY 221 & T6H3HWY
PREHLIMINARY DESIGN DR

Hwy 221 / 163 intersection
preliminary landscape design
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2020 Fall Litter Sweep
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Bill Apple
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- ECONOMIC IMPACT

$42,428

(Spring 2021 litter sweep)

Less roadside litter also has a
positive impact on the $65M
tourism industry
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*Volunteer for the semi-annual litter sweeps
*Help out at the mini sweeps

*Organize your own neighborhood sweep
*Donate to help us buy needed supplies
*Join a Keep Ashe Beautiful Committee

*And mostly....don't litter, encourage your
family & friends to avoid littering

DON’T TRASH ASHE!
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HOW CAN ASHE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HELP?

HELP FUND OUR COUNTYWIDE ACTIVITIES AND PROJECTS:

“Welcome To” sign
___enhgncements

 §4,000 / year
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VISIT: KEEPASHEBEAUTIFUL.ORG

To Engage individuals to take Greater Responsibility
Improving Their Community
e provide educaton and oppordunities aimed 3t enhancing Ashe County's qualdy of He and
commundy pride IMough improving atdudes 2nd behavied fegarang natural re source
censervation, solid waste handtng, recyding and baaut fication.
Aprit § 0th and October 2nd 2021 Litter Sweeps
Xeep Aghe BeaulAuiis planning tvo county wide iler sweepsin 2021 We wanl o
enoawrage indiduals of sMad groups to contauz to dear rash from cur 1ads. Halp us
have agre:l sweep by C13aming Hiends o1 neighbors and let us Inow &t
Com We can gel Swesding Supplies to you, includng KaB
youow satety tee shits, drive safely signs, frash grabbers, bags, and gioves
We thank ad voluntzers for helping 1o Keep Ashe County Beautda
$Stay Sale dispose your waste responsibly!

Who We Are:

Keep Ashe Beautiulis an atvcluntzer S0 1(ci(3) nonpralit oganizatien andiocal
atugle of Keep Amarica Beaubul We are funded by commundy donations, and
1etumm 100% of the funds back into the commundty through out ackvées
What we do:

e provide education and cppoiunites aimed at erhancing Ashe County's
Quaiy of e and comemundy phide through improving altludes and tehavions
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